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8 WAYS TO REDUCE TABLET 
MANUFACTURING COSTS

1. LUBRICATE! LUBRICATE! LUBRICATE!

There’s a reason we use the phrase “well-oiled machine” to describe 
something that performs at ultimate efficiency. A properly lubricated 
tablet press runs smoother and more efficiently with less wear 
over time, and significantly extends service life. Lubricating your 
tablet compression tooling reduces wear during use, and coating 
your tooling with protective oil during storage prevents rust.

2. MAINTAIN AND REPAIR YOUR CURRENT TOOLING 
WITH POLISHING EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES

Proper tooling maintenance goes a long way, and by using 
different polishing methods, you can buff out worn and 
eroded punch cup surfaces, remove burrs, and restore land 
to your punches. So before you decide to purchase a new 
set of tooling, check out the video below and contact one 
of our experts to learn how to rework your current set.

It’s no surprise that in today’s economy, 
companies are facing budget cuts across the 
board. In an effort to help our customers address 
these challenges, we put together this list of 
8 Ways to Reduce Tablet Manufacturing Costs.
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3. USE MULTI-TIP TOOLING WHENEVER POSSIBLE

The cost of an average set of multi-tip tooling is insignificant in 
comparison to the extensive costs of labor, tablet presses, and other 
tablet production expenses. Switching from traditional single-tip 
tooling to a 6-tip configuration increases tablet output by as much as 
500%, which allows manufacturers to reduce the number of tablet 
presses and operators needed to achieve equal output, substantially 
reducing overall operating costs. Contact a Natoli tooling expert to 
determine whether multi-tip tooling is right for you and your product.

4. REGULARLY INSPECT YOUR TOOLING TO IMPROVE 
PRODUCT QUALITY & REDUCE WASTE

Regular tool inspection and management allows you to improve 
product quality and consistency, resulting in a reduction of 
“reject” tablets and wasted product. Combine the Natoli Laser 
Vision System (LVS) punch inspection device with the Tool 
Management II (TM-II) database software module to get the 
most powerful tool control system available. Visit natoli.com 
for additional information, photo galleries and video, schedule 
a free webinar, and download a free trial of the software.

5. PURCHASE REPLACEMENT PARTS & GET 
MORE LIFE FROM YOUR TABLET PRESS

A new tablet press can cost more than a million dollars, so before 
you take the plunge and buy new, check to see if purchasing 
replacement parts for your current press is a better option for 
you. We carry over 300,000 replacement parts (including turrets) 
for most major makes and models of tablet presses, in-stock 
and available for next-day delivery! Not sure which part you 
need? Contact a Natoli representative today to help troubleshoot 
your specific issue and determine the parts you need.
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6. REFURBISH YOUR OUTDATED TABLET PRESS

If simply replacing a few parts isn’t enough, consider having your 
press refurbished. Our engineers will evaluate your press and help 
determine your needs, which can range from fixing minor issues to 
completely rebuilding your press in order to meet FDA regulations, 
add features such as automated touchscreen interfaces, and have 
it running better than new. The average cost of a complete rebuild 
can range between 25%-50% of the cost of a brand new press.

7. INVEST IN YOUR EMPLOYEES

Having a well-trained, knowledgeable staff is critical to the success 
of any business, especially in this industry. One mistake by an 
unqualified press operator can severely damage a set of tooling, 
the tablet press, or both, which could end up costing tens of 
thousands of dollars or more. By investing in employee training, 
you’ll increase productivity, product quality, and employee retention.

8. WORK WITH VENDORS YOU KNOW AND TRUST

Buying from smaller, less experienced vendors may get you 
cheaper pricing, but as the old adage goes, “you get what 
you pay for”. What those vendors don’t tell you is with cheap 
prices come cheap products and poor service. At Natoli, we 
pride ourselves on providing exceptional quality products with 
extraordinary service. Our experts have decades of industry 
experience and have authored technical articles for major industry 
publications, lectured at major universities and institutions around 
the world, and have provided personal service time and time 
again to satisfied customers when no other company could.

As a Natoli customer, you’ll have direct access to the expert 
knowledge of our team. So whether you need tablet or tooling 
design services, have general questions or require in-depth 
troubleshooting, our experts are there for you when you need 
it. So take the first step towards a better vendor experience 
and call a Natoli representative today at 636.926.8900.
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